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XXXI. An Account of an Hydro-enterocek, 
appearing like an Hydro-farcocele^ and 
ending in the Death of the Patient^ in 
which the Inteftine had pajfed from the 
Hernial SaCy into that of the Hydrocele by 
which the Strangulation was formed. Com- 
municated by Mr. Le Cat, F. R, S. &'c, 
in a Letter to Charles Morton, 
Sec. R. S. Tranflated by J. O. Jufta- 
mond, Surgeon, 

Read May 28,YN the year 175 r, I prefented to the 
^^ ''' X Royal Society an obfervation of a rup- 
ture, which had two hernial facs 5 at prefent, I have 
the honour to fend them the hiftory of another kind 
of rupture with a double fac, much more fallacious 
and dangerous than the former, fince I found myfelf 
deceived by it, after the experience of forty years, 

James Philip Chiquet, aged 65 years, of the Parifli 
of St. Vivien at Rouen, was admitted into our hofpi- 
talon the a4th of January 1767, 

The accouDt, which he gave of himfelf, was, 
that he had been accuftomed to a rupture, which he 
had not been able to reduce for a fortnight paft, and, 
that fince eight days he had been feized with a vo«* 
mitingj and was incapable of taking any nourilh- 

ment* 
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ment. Upon examination, the tumor was foft, ef- 
pecially at the upper part towards the ring, which 
ibemed to be lb frtc and difefigaged, that the finger 
with the integuments might be pufhed under it : 
the large cord, which came down lo it, was flat, foft> 
and appeared to be compofed entirely of tlie fper- 
matic vcdfels enlarged. 

The cxWemity of the fwelling^ whith was of the 
Gxc of a large orangej was evidently a very tranfpa- 
rent hydrocele; at the bails of which fome hard 
points were to be felt^ which I thought to be 
fchirrous tumors. I concluded, therefore, that his 
complaint was an old hernia, fucceeded by a far- 
cocele and an hydrocele, and that the inteftine was 
at that time returned. I imagined that the vomitings, 
which were not frequent, might be caufed by fome 
other diforder, perhaps by the progrefs which the 
farcocele might have made in the cavity of the ab- 
domen ; and I alfo thought that the weak and almoft 
dying ftate be appeared to be in , was a prognoftic of 
the fatal manner in which thofe cafes ufually termi- 
nate ; for his ftrength was fo far exhauflcd, that he 
expired in the following night. 

1 was very defiroqs of examining the cafe, having 
been always induced to fuipeft, from the vomitings, 
and the flatnefs, foftiiefs,^ and fize of what pafled 
through the ring, that there was a defcent of the 
intcfline» 

See Tab. XIII. Upon opening the common hernial 
fac, a b.b, a large portion of inteftine, c^ d. e.f. g. pre-^ 
fented itfelf, which was very flaccid and alnvoft empty 5 
but what furprized me moft, was, to find that thecon- 

voluted 
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voluted extremity, h. i. k. of this inteftino,, had infinu- 
ated itfclf into the fac, L m, n^ o* of the hydrocele, 
which was formed by the vaginal coat of the tefticle, 
P, and, that only this portbn of inteftine, h. i. L 
was ftrangulated, hard, and changed in coloun 
The rednefs was fo flight, that thi$ ilrangulation 
could fcarcely have been the inrunediate caufe of his 
death j but I rather imagined that an Uiiiverfal decay, 
and wafte of ftrength, for a long time pad, had con- 
tributed to haften this event* 

If the patient had lived, my defign was, fir ft, to 
have drawn off the water of the hydrocele by an 
opening made large enough to have examined into 
the contents of the tumor, which were but indif- 
tinftly felt, on account of the furrounding water. 

According to the difcovery I fhould have made by 
this opening, I fliould then have purfued my ope- 
ration, whether I had met with a farcocele or a rup- 
ture* In order to put thcfe intentions into execution, 
I had previoufly ordered the hair to be fliaved off 
the tumor, and, on account of his great weaknefs, 
forbad bleeding, which had been ordered at fir(K 
This operation would probably have faved his life, 
if he had come into the hofpital a few days fooner, 
and his ftrength had been fufficient to carry him 
through it. 

Explanation of Plate XIIL 

A. The integuments of the abdomen raifed, B. 
The external oblique mufcle. D> The ring. E. 
The Pubis. F. The Penis. G. The right thigh. 
H. The mefentery* L* Part of the dartos. 

6 <i b.c* 
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a. b. h Part of the hernial fac. 

€,d.i.f,^. Portion of inteftine contained in this 
fac. 

h. i. k. The convoluted extremity of this intcfttne 
contained in the fac of the hydrocele J 

/. m. n. 0. The fac of the hydrocele compofcd of 
the vaginal coat of the tefticle. 

P, The tefticle. 






